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A Dog Family 

My first pet was Maggie, a beautiful, gentle, golden retriever. Somehow Maggie knew 

we rescued her from the pound, and spent the next 14 years paying us back with cuddles, licks, 

and protection. At home, she greeted us with a pillow or a sock in her mouth, no matter how 

much my father scolded. We put ornaments high on our Christmas tree for protection from 

Maggie's massive tail, so strong it would knock over my younger brother. She was our family's 

protector and we loved her. 

After Maggie, we gave smaller dogs a try. My brother picked a beagle-collie mix he 

named WiCiT which stands for Wish Come True. I rescued a golden cocker spaniel I wanted to 

name Sampson, a horribly masculine name for such a tiny, cuddly dog. We settled on the 

nickname Sammy. WiCiT and Sammy were around for many years, bringing joy and happiness 

into our lives with a whip of their hyper tails. 

Now I have a black Labrador retriever with big brown eyes and a splash of white fur on 

his chest. We named him Indy, after my favorite movie character. My brother and I used to lie 

on the floor, Maggie as our pillow, and watch Indiana Jones repeatedly. Indy is an active dog 

who loves sports almost as much as we do. Tennis balls are his favorite. Whether we are on the 

tennis court or smacking balls down the driveway with a hockey stick, Indy is always there, his 



Janelle Fila 

2255 Sonora Road 

Zanesville, Ohio 43701 

musteringmystery@yahoo.com 

740-586-8725 

paws down, his tail up, ready to give chase. He likes football, too, but we put him in time out 

because sometimes he gets too rough. Plus the ball always gets too slobbery to throw! 

Dogs are an important part of my life. They are a lot of responsibility and I spend a lot of 

time bathing, brushing, feeding, and cleaning up after them. But they are always a lot of fun. 

They are a good friend when you need a hug and they keep your toes warm at night if your 

parents let them cuddle with you in bed. The warm feeling of coming home to someone so 

happy to see you is worth a few stray dog hairs on your clothes now and then. Some people 

don't understand the joy of pets, but my family is a dog family and I wouldn't have it any other 

way. 
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ANIMALS OF THE MOJAVE DESERT 

The western part of the United States includes many deserts. The large state of 

California contains the Mojave Desert. The Mojave Desert endures blazing, hot 

summers. The summer air is as dry as dust. In the winters, a small amount of rain 

refreshes the thirsty land. How do animals survive the desert's heat? The animals 

survive because of their natural traits. God created them that way. 

Rats scurry across the Mojave Desert. They are know as "kangaroo rats". They 

scratch out holes called "burrows". In the worst heat, the rats scramble down into their 

burrows. Deep in those burrows, the sand is not so hot. That's how kangaroo rats 

survive the scorching desert. 

Turtles also dwell in the Mojave Desert. These land turtles are called "tortoises". 

Tortoises hate the heat of the desert. Most of the year, they rest in their own burrows. 

They stay underground until springtime. Then, they come to the surface to find food. 

Tortoises find wild-flowers blooming on desert plants. They gobble those fresh wild-

flowers to survive. 

Rabbits live in California's Mojave Desert, too. They are special rabbits called 

"Jackrabbits". Jackrabbits have very long legs for leaping. They leap and bound across 



the desert sand. Jackrabbits also have extra large ears. The big ears help the rabbits to 

cool off in the heat. The shade from a bush or a shrub also gives the rabbits some 

relief. 

The Mojave Desert also has t1ying creatures. Dark bats flap and screech. The bats 

catch juicy insects to survive. There are Barn owls, too. Barn owls have a unique, white 

face. They swoop down and snatch prey in the night. There also are Golden eagles. 

Golden eagles drift high above the desert sand. They dive from the sky to nab rabbits 

for dinner. And black ravens live in the Mojave, too. Ravens look similar to crows. 

With powerful wings, the ravens soar above the burning sand. They scan for baby 

tortoises to eat. 

Many lizards live in the Mojave Desert, too. On strong legs, the lizards dash across 

the sand. They scuttle up and down the hilly dunes. On the hottest days, lizards doze 

under bushes. They creep under rocks to avoid the searing sun. With their thick and 

scaly skin, the lizards can survive. Some of these lizards are Gila monsters. Gila 

monsters are the largest lizard species in the USA. They int1ict poison if they bite. 

Perhaps the Mojave's most beautiful animals are the Bighorn sheep. With heavy 

hooves, the Bighorn sheep climb over rocks and dunes. They travel in search of water. 

Sometimes, these sheep find pools from the winter's rain. They also drink at desert springs. 

Fresh water gushes from underground at desert springs. 

A variety of animal species exist in the Mojave Desert. These animals are able to 

cope in the harsh surroundings. They can endure or retreat from the heat. They have 

strong instincts for survival. 
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What do Alice, Theodore, Kermit, Ethel, Archibald and Quentin 

have in common? The image of their dad, Theodore Roosevelt, is 

chiseled into Mt. Rushmore in South Dakota. 

A man of constant activity, President Theodore Roosevelt 

moved his active family into the Executive Mansion in 1901. He 

enjoyed hiking, hunting and sports. Roosevelt was just as loud and 

rowdy as his children, challenging them to pillow fights, and chasing 

them through the mansion halls. Speaking of mansion, Roosevelt 

officially changed the mansion's name to the White House. 

It is no surprise that his kids were always seen and heard in the 

White House. They slid down the banister into a fancy party. They 

walked on stilts down the stairs. And when their dad had important 

meetings in the president's office, the Oval Office, the kids would 

burst into the room without warning. 
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The Roosevelts had more pets than any of our country's first 

families. Among their many dogs were a Manchester terrier named 

Jack, Sailor Boy the Chesapeake retriever, and a mutt named Skip. A 

Chinese empress gave Alice a black Pekingese, Manchu. But their 

bull terrier Pete was a problem. Pete bit so many people (including a 

French ambassador) that the Roosevelts sent Pete back home to New 

York. 

Archibald, also known as Archie, had an Icelandic calico 

Shetland pony named Algonquin. Algonquin weighed three hundred 

fifty pounds. 

Archie was about nine years old in 1903. He had the measles 

and was too sick to go outside. So, Algonquin rode the White House 

elevator to visit Archie in his upstairs sick room. 
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One of the noisiest pets was a huge bird, Eli Yale. A Hyacinth 

macaw parrot, he belonged to ten-year-old Theodore also known as 

Ted. Eli had brightly colored feathers and he spent a lot of time 

crawling all over Ted. Eli's large, curved beak was very strong, and 

he probably made loud noises all the time. He would have mimicked 

words and sounds he heard. Eli probably didn't keep White House 

secrets very well. 

Badgers have sharp claws and are not always the nicest pets. 

But a child in Kansas gave President Roosevelt a badger. The 

president loved Josiah the badger so much that he fed him with a 

baby bottle. 

Would you like to be named Emily Spinach? That is what 

seventeen-year-old Alice named the live garter snake she often 

carried in her purse. 
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The youngest child Quentin was about four years old when the 

family moved into the White House. Called Quinikins by his dad, he 

bought four snakes and took them into the Oval Office. There were a 

lot of prominent people meeting with President Roosevelt that day. 

The snakes ended up wiggling and slithering on the president's desk 

and that caused a not-so-pleasant commotion. 

The children also had a rabbit named Peter, a black bear cub 

named Jonathan Edwards, and Bill the lizard. They kept a hyena, a 

barn owl, a one-legged rooster, squirrels, raccoons, and a rat. Their 

guinea pigs included Admiral Dewey, Bishop Doane, Dr. Johnson, 

Father O'Grady, and Fighting Bob Evans. Baron Spreckle the hen, 

Maude the pig, and Nibble the mouse also lived at the White House. 

How does a president end up with so many pets living with 

him in the White House? 
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Born in New York City in 1858, the future president was always 

sick. Called Teedie as a child, he spent most of his time in bed. 

Teedie did all of his school work at home, with the help of tutors. 

But when he was twelve, Theodore decided to change his life. 

He exercised, spent a lot of time outside, and became healthy. So, he 

read a lot about the animal world and collected hundreds of bugs 

and critters. He traveled to Europe and Egypt, and saw all kinds of 

unusual wildlife. When he went to college, he kept animals in his 

room. 

As an adult, Theodore enjoyed many different activities. He 

was a cowboy, cattle rancher, historian, and explorer. He also served 

in the military. He held many political positions including governor 

of New York and vice president of the United States. When President 
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McKinley died, Vice President Roosevelt became president at age 

forty-two. Americans loved him, and they often called him TR. 

In 1902, TR refused to shoot and kill an injured bear cub that 

hunters tied to a tree. Reporters ran stories about the incident. A New 

York toy maker saw the newspapers, created stuffed toy bears, and 

gave them the president's name. As a result, the still-popular toy 

bears are called "Teddy Bears," named after the youngest man who 

entered the presidency. 

It is no surprise that the noisy, active and mischievous 

Roosevelt kids owned so many pets when they lived in the White 

House. They were just like their dad, TR. 
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Can you write with both hands at the same time? Here's an 

even crazier question. Can you write Latin with one hand while 

writing Greek with the other hand? 

Of our nation's presidents, James Garfield was the first of seven 

who were left handed. However, if he wanted to do so, Garfield 

could write with either hand. Even more interesting is that he could 

write in Latin with one hand and at the same time write in Greek 

with the other hand. 

Born in 1831, nothing about James Garfield's early life hinted of 

a future president. His parents were poor farmers on the Ohio 

frontier. His father died before James was two years old. The loss of 

his father left James and his siblings living in horrible poverty with 

their mother. As James grew older, he helped his mother by working 

the family farm. 
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At sixteen, James left the farm to work on canal boats. Boats 

were pulled through canals, often by mules. James was in charge of 

the mules that pulled the boats. He was pursuing his goal to become 

a sailor. 

However, James fell into the canal water sixteen times. As a 

result, he became ill. So, he gave up his dream of life on the sea. 

James decided to get an education and do something special 

with his life. He worked many odd jobs in order to pay for his 

education. He was a teacher, a carpenter, and a janitor during the 

years he attended college. 

In 1858, James married and started a family. Lucretia, or 

"Crete," as James called her, was an early supporter of women's 
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rights. She was also a good wife and mother. Together they raised 

seven children. That was a big family! So, in 1876, James purchased 

an Ohio farmhouse that was in terrible condition. He and Crete 

added rooms and a huge porch to the house, and worked hard to 

make it a wonderful home for their children and James's mother. 

Their thirty-room mansion became known as Lawnfield. 

James had many careers. He was a teacher and also a minister. 

But later he studied law on his own, never attending law school. In 

1861, he passed the exam and became a lawyer. He was against 

slavery, and thus became involved in politics. In 1859, James entered 

the Ohio State Senate as the youngest member of the Ohio State 

Legislature, serving until1861. 
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As well, James served in the military during the Civil War, 

rising to the rank of major general in the Union Army. He became a 

Civil War hero during 1862, and again at Chickamauga in 1863. 

As U.S. Representative James Garfield, he served in Congress 

from 1863 to 1880. In 1880, he was elected to the U.S. Senate. 

James decided he wanted to be president of our nation. In 1880, 

people traveled from all over the country to meet him. Over 17,000 

Americans went by train to greet James Garfield and to hear him give 

speeches on the front porch of his Mentor, Ohio, home. Garfield 

campaigned in both the English and German languages. 
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Garfield won the presidential election. But another odd fact 

about him is that on November 2, 1880, he was a U.S. Representative, 

and he was a U.S. Senator-elect, and he was U.S. President-elect. 

On April4, 1881, James Abram Garfield was sworn in as our 

nation's twentieth president. His mother was the first president's 

mother to ever attend her son's inauguration. But only one hundred 

days later, an assassin shot President Garfield. Using a new medical 

tool, Alexander Graham Bell tried unsuccessfully to find the bullet in 

the president's body. President Garfield lived for almost three 

months, but sadly he died on September 19, 1881. 

Lucretia Garfield wanted her husband to be remembered. So, 

four years after his death Lucretia created his memorial library at 

Lawnfield. She placed President Garfield's massive book collection, 

letters and other important items in the library. That was the first 
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time in our nation's history that anyone created a library to honor a 

president. Since then, memorial libraries have been built in honor of 

many of our presidents. 

Today you may visit the James A. Garfield National Historic 

Site in Mentor, Ohio. You can tour his Lawnfield mansion, and also 

his presidential library, created to honor a Civil War hero, a politician 

and a president. As our nation's last president born in a log cabin, 

Garfield was possibly the poorest man to become president. But he 

did not allow poverty to slow him down. Garfield worked his way 

through college, and even taught himself law. President Garfield's 

life stands as an example of hard work, determination, and great 

accomplishments, despite hard times and huge challenges. 
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